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inscription which is yet preserved. The stack was built of large
blocks of sandstone, and is still standing. It is thirty-three feet
high and eight feet wide at the bosh. The furnace was last operated
in 1824. Laurel furnace, on Laurel run, near Union furnace, was
built by Mockbee & Wurts before 1800, and subsequently rebuilt by
James Paull on another site. The firm named also built Hampton
forge, to work up the pig metal of Laurel furnace. In May, 1800,
John Ferrel, manager, advertised for sale castings, "neat, light,
and tough," at $100 a ton; also bar iron. He expected soon to
have "some rolled iron, nail rods, and cut nails," the latter at
eight cents a pound. Bedstone furnace, three miles east of Union-
town, was built in 1800. Joseph Huston was one of its first
owners, and was followed by his nephew, Judge John Huston, and
afterwards by John Snyder. A forge on the head waters of
George's creek was owned by Thomas Lewis and Philip Jenkins
in 1800, when it was advertised for sale by the sheriff. Spring
Hill furnace was built in 1805 by Kobert Jones, and afterwards
fell into the hands of .Jesse Evans. Mary Ann furnace, nine miles
from Uniontown, was built by Richard Lewis in 1800, and in 1818
was bought by the present owner, Joseph Victor, who lived on the
premises in 1877, at the age of about 90 years. He rebuilt or re-
paired the furnace, and changed its name to Fairview.
v Other furnaces were built in Fayette county early in the present
century, among them the following: Pine Grove, eleven miles from
Uniontown, built about 1805, and owned in 1857 by Basil Brown-
field ; Mount Etna, one and a half miles above Connellsville; Cen-
tre, nine miles from Uniontown, on Dunbar creek; Fayette, twelve
miles from Connellsville; Little Falls, twelve miles from Union-
town, by Nathaniel Gibson; St. John's, built by James Paull,
eight miles from Connellsville. There was a forge at Little Falls
as early as 1809. Breakneck or Findley furnace was built about
1826, four miles northeast of Connellsville. In 1805 there were
five furnaces and six forges in Fayette county. In 1811 there
were ten blast furnaces, one air furnace, eight forges, three rolling
and slitting mills; one steel furnace, and five trip-hammers. The
steel furnace was owned by Morris Truman & Co., at Bridgeport,
adjoining Brownsville, and made good steel. In 1816 Colonel
Isaac Meason built a mill for puddling iron and rolling bars at
Plumsock, in this county, of which we shall speak hereafter.

It will, be seen that Fayette county was a great iron centre at
the close of the last and the beginning of the present century.